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The next forty minutes

1. context of the Flemish Central Catalogue

2. implementing FRBR in Open Vlacc

3. FRBR as the beginning of more

FRBR Open Vlacc | slide 2



VLAamse Centrale Catalogus

▪ Bibliographic pool
✓ for: Public Libraries

✓ created by: 6 largest Public Libraries

…   since 1987

▪ Open Vlacc, 2006-
✓ adding descriptions for music

✓ Aleph500, Aquabrowser

… and FRBR-izing search results in the public interface
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▪ Library Staff
✓ cataloguers of the six largest Public Libraries in Flanders

✓ copy-cataloguers of all the Public Libraries in Flanders

✓source for selection of new library materials

✓ interface for interlibrary lending

▪ Public (everyone)
✓ searching the collection of the six largest Public Libraries

✓ linked sources

✓ reading suggestions

✓ digital content
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FRBR http://zoeken.bibliotheek.be

The users of Open Vlacc



Why FRBR?
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Stabat Mater / G.B. Pergolesi

The scarlet letter / Nathaniel Hawthorne 



From faceted browse to FRBR
faceted browse

+

work grouping
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= 

dynamic grouping



Search workflow Open Vlacc (1)

FRBR Open Vlacc | slide 7



Search workflow Open Vlacc (2)
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+ FRBR work key

+ FRBR words

+ FRBR link

Record enrichment for FRBR
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FRBR Work Key (1)
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<frbr_key>DeontdekkingvandehemelMulischHarry</frbr_key>

<frbr_key>DeontdekkingvandehemelMulischHarry</frbr_key>

<frbr_key>DeontdekkingvandehemelMulischHarry</frbr_key>



FRBR Work Key (2)
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<frbr_key>TrueblueMadonna</frbr_key>
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MARC21 work-set algorithm

hierarchy for extracting the work level
1. 130

» Uniform title anonymous works

<frbr_key>Beatrijs</frbr_key>

2. 240 + 100$a/110$a
» Uniform title + uniform heading of the main author

<frbr_key>StabatMaterRV621VivaldiAntonio</frbr_key>

3. 534$a + 100$a/110$a
» Original titel + uniform heading of the main author

» For translated works

<frbr_key>DeontdekkingvandehemelMulischHarry</frbr_key>

4. 245$a$n$p + 100$a/110$a 
» Publication title without subtitle + uniform heading of the main author

» Publication title with subtitle + uniform heading of the main author for non-fiction

<frbr_key>DeontdekkingvandehemelMulischHarry</frbr_key>



FRBR Words

to have the relation between different “known” titles of a 
work

<frbr_words>De ontdekking van hemel Die Entdeckung des Himmels El 
descubrimiento del cielo The discovery of heaven La découverte du 
ciel scoperta Odkrycie nieba</frbr_words>
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FRBR Link
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information ABOUT a Work



Grouping errors

1. Journal articles (solved)

2. Music cds and dvds 
(solved)

3. Ne me quitte pas / 
Jacques Brel (solved)

4. Non fiction (solved)
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<frbr_key>ANemequittepasBrelJacques</frbr_key>

<frbr_key>MNemequittepasBrelJacques</frbr_key>

<frbr_key>SNemequittepasBrelJacques</frbr_key>



FRBR as the beginning

… of more
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Because we know the Work

… we can do  

▪ metadata enrichment based on the work identifier

▪ relevance ranking based on the number of expressions 

and manifestations

▪ collection knowledge based on the work identifier

▪ data sharing based on the work identifier
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Metadata enrichment for a work



Relevance ranking

popularity of a work
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1 uitgave/editie

83%

meer dan 1 

uitgave/editie

17%

Elemental works

1 opname/

uitvoering

57%

meer dan 1 

opname/

uitvoering

43%
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Top 10 classical music works

1) Symphony no. 5  / Ludwig Van Beethoven (210 “performances”)

2) Symphony no. 3 / Ludwig Van Beethoven (190 “performances”)

3) Symphony no. 7 / Ludwig Van Beethoven (175 “performances”)

4) Symphony no. 4 / Ludwig Van Beethoven (174 “performances”)

5) Symphony no. 40 / W.A. Mozart (162 “performances”)

6) Symphony no. 6 / Ludwig Van Beethoven (161 “performances”)

7) Symphony no. 1 / Johannes Brahms (155 “performances”)

8) Symphony no. 7 / Franz Schubert (153 “performances”)

9) Symphony no. 41 / W.A. Mozart (143 “performances”)

10) Symphony no. 6 / P.I. Tsjaikovski (140 “performances”)
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Top 10 fiction

1) Wuthering Heights / Emily Brontë (63 “editions”)

2) Jane Eyre / Charlotte Brontë (59 “editions”)

3) Oliver Twist / Charles Dickens (53 “editions”)

4) Le petit prince / Antoine De Saint Exupery (49 “editions”)

5) Pride and prejudice / Jane Austen (46 “editions”)

6) Animal farm / George Orwell (44 “editions”)

7) Emma / Jane Austen (39 “editions”)

8) Brave new world / Aldous Huxley (38 “editions”)

9) Het achterhuis / Anne Frank (34 “editions”)
Of mice and men / John Steinbeck (34 “editions”)
Robinson Crusoe / Daniël Defoe (34 “editions”)

10) Alice’s adventures in Wonderland / Lewis Carroll (33 “editions”)
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Open Vlacc ISBN clustering

openvlaccISBN
= work cluster

all ISBNs of a work in one cluster

the cluster can be triggered with a search on 
one of the ISBNs.

De ontdekking van de 
hemel / Harry Mulisch
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International work identifier

▪ public tagging on work-level



http://zoeken.bibliotheek.be
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www.bibliotheek.be

Try it yourself


