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Definition 

Open access (OA) refers to unrestricted online access to articles published in 

scholarly journals 

 

 

 
The author(s) and copyright holder(s) grant(s) to all users a free, irrevocable, 

worldwide, perpetual right of access to, and a license to copy, use, distribute, 

transmit and display the work publicly and to make and distribute derivative 

works, in any digital medium for any responsible purpose, subject to proper 

attribution of authorship, as well as the right to make small numbers of printed 

copies for their personal use.  

 

A complete version of the work and all supplemental materials, including a copy 

of the permission as stated above, in a suitable standard electronic format is 

deposited immediately upon initial publication in at least one online repository 

that is supported by an academic institution, scholarly society, government 

agency, or other well-established organization that seeks to enable open access, 

unrestricted distribution, interoperability, and long-term archiving (for the 

biomedical sciences, PubMed Central is such a repository).  

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scholarly_journal


Main providers open access 

Public Library of 

Science (PLoS):  

7 journals; medicine 

and biology 

  

 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
    

   

Biomed Central: 206 peer reviewed open 

access journals; emphasis on medicine 

and biology 

Hindawi Publishing Coorporation: 200 peer 

reviewed open access journals; wide range of 

disciplines 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/authors/submit
http://www.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/authors/submit
http://www.hindawi.com/


Development of open access: 

Source: Kaiser, Science Vol 329 20 August 2010 



Open access on the rise 

Source: Kaiser, Science 20 Aug 2010  



Golden Road: publishing in OA journals with author payment  

Green Road: making available (for free) reprints of published articles, usually 

paid for by institutional subscriptions Wageningen UR 



Public Library of Science 

 

PLoS family:  

- peer review 

- open access 

- high publication fees 

- mostly medicine 



Biomed Central 
Evolutionary biologyJournals 

BMC Evolutionary Biology    all content Open Access 

EvoDevo    all content Open Access 

Frontiers in Zoology    all content Open Access 

Investigative Genetics    all content Open Access 

 

Family practiceJournals 

Asia Pacific Family Medicine    all content Open Access 

BMC Family Practice    all content Open Access 

Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care    all content Open Access 

 

GastroenterologyJournals 

BMC Gastroenterology    all content Open Access 

Comparative Hepatology    all content Open Access 

Fibrogenesis & Tissue Repair    all content Open Access 

Gut Pathogens    all content Open Access 

Nutrition & Metabolism    all content Open Access 

 

GeneticsJournals 

BioData Mining    all content Open Access 

BMC Genetics    all content Open Access 

BMC Medical Genetics    all content Open Access 

BMC Molecular Biology    all content Open Access 

Epigenetics & Chromatin    all content Open Access 

Genetic Vaccines and Therapy    all content Open Access 

Genetics Selection Evolution    all content Open Access 

Genome Biology    all research articles Open Access; subscription required for other 

content; free trial available 

Genome Integrity    all content Open Access 

Investigative Genetics    all content Open Access 

Mobile DNA    all content Open Access 

Molecular Cytogenetics    all content Open Access 

Skeletal Muscle accepting submissions 

Stem Cell Research & Therapy    all research articles Open Access; other content currently 

available free of charge 

 

BMC family:  

- peer review 

- open access,  

- no publication fees if 

institutional subscription 

- Varied topics, but also 

heavy on medicine 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcevolbiol/
http://www.evodevojournal.com/
http://www.frontiersinzoology.com/
http://www.investigativegenetics.com/
http://www.apfmj.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcfampract/
http://www.om-pc.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcgastroenterol/
http://www.comparative-hepatology.com/
http://www.fibrogenesis.com/
http://www.gutpathogens.com/
http://www.nutritionandmetabolism.com/
http://www.biodatamining.org/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcgenet/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedgenet/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmolbiol/
http://www.epigeneticsandchromatin.com/
http://www.gvt-journal.com/
http://www.gsejournal.org/
http://genomebiology.com/
https://orders.biomedcentral.com/subscribe/genomebiol/
https://orders.biomedcentral.com/subscribe/genomebiol/
http://genomebiology.comfreetrial/
http://www.genomeintegrity.com/
http://www.investigativegenetics.com/
http://www.mobilednajournal.com/
http://www.molecularcytogenetics.org/
http://www.skeletalmusclejournal.com/
http://www.skeletalmusclejournal.com/manuscript/
http://stemcellres.com/


Infectious Diseases in Obstetrics and Gynecology  

Influenza Research and Treatment  

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Infectious Diseases  

International Journal of Medicinal Chemistry  

International Journal of Aerospace Engineering  

International Journal of Agronomy  

International Journal of Alzheimer's Disease  

International Journal of Analytical Chemistry  

International Journal of Antennas and Propagation  

International Journal of Biomaterials  

International Journal of Biomedical Imaging  

International Journal of Breast Cancer  

International Journal of Carbohydrate Chemistry  

International Journal of Cell Biology  

International Journal of Chemical Engineering  

International Journal of Combinatorics  

International Journal of Computer Games Technology  

International Journal of Corrosion  

International Journal of Dentistry  

International Journal of Differential Equations  

International Journal of Digital Multimedia Broadcasting  

International Journal of Distributed Sensor Networks  

International Journal of Ecology  

International Journal of Electrochemistry  

International Journal of Endocrinology  

International Journal of Evolutionary Biology 

 

Hindawi family:  

- peer review 

- open access  

- article processing charges 

- varied topics, notably 

medicine, physics, 

chemistry (some biology) 

http://www.hindawi.com/journals/idog/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/irt/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ipid/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijmc/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijae/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ija/
http://www.sage-hindawi.com/journals/ijad/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijac/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijap/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijbm/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijbi/
http://www.sage-hindawi.com/journals/ijbc/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijcc/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijcb/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijce/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijct/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijcgt/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijc/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijd/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijde/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijdmb/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijdsn/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijeco/
http://www.sage-hindawi.com/journals/ijelc/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ije/
http://www.sage-hindawi.com/journals/ijeb/
http://www.hindawi.com/


Advantages 

 

- Rapid distribution of scientific data 

- Free access for anyone, including your peers 

- Repository expected to remain available for ever 

- Research paid for with public funds is made available to 
the public-at-large 

- Quotation advantages? Up to 8% in first two years (this is 
being disputed) 



Criticism 

 

- High publication fees, therefore not available to all 
academics 

- Ownership of data (especially if the work is sponsored by a 
commercial company) 



Wageningen UR and open access 

Wageningen University PhD theses and electronic versions 



Wageningen UR and open access 

- All accepted and/or published publications by staff of 
Wageningen UR to be made available via OA through the 
Green Road; 

- Wageningen Library is providing (limited) financial support 
for open access publications of PLoS journals; 

- This will aid to make WUR research highly visible and 
accessible 

- Authors can select for a selected time of embargo (for 
instance to protect data, or while a new grant proposal is 
being evaluated) 



Future of open access?? 

 

•More journals will choose for open access 

•System depends on continued peer review 

•Funding agents demand open access, but ………….. 

•Continued funding to allow open access under stress 

•Increased rapid dissemination of science 

 



 


