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This lecture focuses on a comparative study of the governance of Circular 

Economy (CE) in sixteen different countries. The analysis rests on a 

theoretical framework of insights gained in transition management 

literature and public administration, particularly network governance. It is 

assumed that two forms of governance are needed to cope with the 

complex circular economy transition process: public and network 

governance. The hypothesis was that in order to implement CE effectively, 

strong leadership of government, active involvement of stakeholders and 

receptivity to network governance are crucial. Based on the analysis 

described in this paper, two models will be presented that refine the 

original hypothesis: a model on the effectiveness of CE governance and a 

model that presents four main avenues for developing CE in different 

socio-cultural and political contexts. Cramer recommends to continue 

exploring this area of research, which is underexamined in the literature.  

 

 


