
Preface 
 
 

The impacts of releasing transgenic crops for the environment and the economic 
consequences are not yet well understood. The level of concern about the 
environmental impacts differs between Europe and North America and influences not 
only government response but also international trade and public as well as private 
incentives for R&D. 

To address the complex issues around the environmental impacts of transgenic 
crops a workshop on Environmental Costs and Benefits of Transgenic Crops was 
organized at Wageningen in June 2003. The participants were a heterogeneous group 
of natural and social scientists from North America and Europe. This book contains 
revised and reviewed papers presented at the workshop.  

This book is not intended to cover all the aspects related to environmental costs 
and benefits of transgenic crops. But every paper presents specific aspects of the 
problem and contributes to a better understanding of the whole. 
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